Speech, at Bhumi Puja of IIM Calcutta Hostel Project
New Delhi, 31t January 2024

Honourable Shiksha Mantri ji, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Shri Sanjay Murthy ji (Secretary Higher
Education, Ministry of Education), Joint Secretary Shri Purnendu Kishore Banerjee (Joint Secretary
Higher Education), Shri Ajay Jain and Shri Ashish Chauhan members of the Board of Governors of [IM
Calcutta who are here today, Director in-charge, Prof. Saibal Chattopadhyay, and all those friends of
[IM Calcutta who are watching this online — MY pranams to you.

First and most importantly, on behalf of IIM Calcutta | extend my deep gratitude to the Hon. Shiksha
Mantri ji for agreeing to our request to lead the Bhumi Puja and foundation stone laying ceremonies
today. Thank you very much Sir.

[IM Calcutta is the first IIM to be established by the Govt. of India in collaboration with the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA, and since its inception in 1961 it has unfailing
contributed to national development and management education in India.

The present times are an era of collaboration and when it comes to delivering quality education,
global borders and boundaries have almost vanished. Quality education is a long term investment in
the youth of a nation and this realization is driving more and more nations to review their national
education policies. The Ministry of Education under the dynamic leadership of Shri Dharmendra
Pradhan has done so for our nation Bharat.

Since the promulgation of the IIM Act in Dec 2017, IIM Calcutta undertook and exercise to review its
Vision and Mission and identified that it's aging campus infrastructure needed to be urgently
redeveloped to meet the competitive pressures of today’s education landscape. Even a thousand
miles journey starts with the first step and the proposed Hostel and supporting Service buildings are
just the first step towards fulfilling the Master Plan which Padma Bhushan Hafeez Contractor has
helped to design for the IIM Calcutta campus. The CPWD have been chosen as our principal
consultants for the project.

The redevelopment of the campus infrastructure of our nation’s first [IM is direly needed and long
overdue.

| extend our gratitude to Hon. Shiksha Mantri and all members of the Ministry of Education who
have supported us in envisaging this project. The Board of Governors and the Faculty of [IM Calcutta
are committed to implementing the Master Plan and thus ensuring that [IM Calcutta retains is pre-
eminent position in India and continues to attract the best students and teachers from India and
abroad. This new infrastructure will assist us in our aim to enhance national and global
collaborations and deliver on our national development obligations.

Jai Hind
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